THE  LETTERS   OF   KING  HENRY  VIII

towards England. Again Henry proposed union by means of
the betrothal of James and Mary, but again he was defeated by
the French faction, as dominated by Beton, now Archbishop of
St. Andrews. The Scots would agree to no treaty of perpetual
peace unless the betrothal was first an accomplished fact. A
three years' pact, however, was arranged, during which time
Scotland, left more or less to itself, pursued its own faction fights,
which in 1528 culminated in the escape of the King from the
hands of the Douglases, and the exile of Angus, still the chief
friend to English interests. England and France being still at
peace, however, a five years' peace was concluded between James
and Henry in the same year. Angus took refuge in England, and
James was at last master in his own kingdom.

After the fall of Wolsey it is noticeable that there are more
letters available written by Henry direct to his nephew.   James,
moreover, was growing up, and although in 1525 Henry's agent
Magnus wrote to Wolsey that' as yet the said young king cannot
by himself read an English letter ', it is probable that by 1530 he
was slightly more capable of dealing with his own correspond-
ence.   During the divorce years Henry seems to have been too
much occupied with his own affairs to pursue any particularly
vigorous line of policy in connection with Scotland.    But the
spirit of antagonism died hard, and there was constant raiding
and quarrelling on the Border.    Henry wrote various protests
to his nephew, with little or no effect; and,as the five years' truce
went on, James, instead of being gradually drawn towards the
idea of union with England, became more committed to friend-
ship with France. In his endeavours to keep peace and good order
within his kingdom his somewhat arbitrary methods of dealing
with his nobles had, by 1532, alienated most of them, and left him
almost entirely in the hands of the clergy for support and counsel.
Moreover, Henry's quarrel with Rome struck no sympathetic
chord in James, who was genuinely devoted to the Catholic faith.
Border warfare again broke out in the autumn of 1533: and
during the year two large detachments of fighting men from the
Isles went to Ireland to lend support to Henry's rebels.   Never-
theless, when a peace was finally negotiated in 1534 Henry again
made friendly overtures, the gist of which can be gathered from
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